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TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6774 
INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 

CONFIDENTIAL PRAGUE 1990 

VIENNA FOR FBIS 

REF: PRAGUE 1933 

1. EMBASSY HAS BEEN IMPRESSED OVER PAST FEW DAYS BY POSITIVE 
TONE OF CZECHOSLOVAK PRESS COVERAGE OF EVENTS STEMMING FROM 
PRESIDENTFORD'S ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE. MOST OF WHAT 
WE HAVE READ AND HEARD HAS BEEN COMPARATIVELY FAIR AND 
FACTUAL. THE DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSES OPEN TO THE 
NEW ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN REALISTIC, AND THE CONFIDENCE 
IS CONTINUITY IN FOREIGN POLICY, PARTICULARLY EAST- WEST 

POLICY, HAS BEEN STRONGLY STATED. A TYPICAL ARTICLE IN 
THIS RESPECT (SVOVODNE SLOVO AUGUST 13) CONCLUDED THAT 
THE RETENTION OF SECRETARY KISSINGER AUGURED WELL 
IN TERMS BOTH OF THE PRESIDENT'S VIEWS ON INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS AND OF THE PROBABLE COURSE OF US POLICY TOWARDS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PRAGUE 01990 170806Z 
THE SOCIALIST WORLD. 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


2. HHN CONTRAST TO GENERAL TREND, RUDE PRAVO HAD SEVERAL 
ARTICLES AUG 10-13 CRITICIZING VALUES OF AMERICAN SOCIETY 
AND ETHICS OF AMERICAN POLITICIANS (SEE REFTEL). RUDE 
PRAVO OF AUG 13 HAD OFFENSIVE ARTICLE BY ITS WASHINGTON 
CORRESPONDENT MILOW KREJCI WHICH RAN BACK OVER US HISTORY 
IN NEGATIVE FASHION. (IN CALL ON DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER 
VEIVODA TO DISCUSS FORTHCOMING EXHIBITION IN BRATISLAVA-A 
CONVERSATION OTHERWISE VERY FRIENDLY-CHARGE POINTED 

OUT UNHELPFUL ASPECT OF SUCH COVERAGE IN CONTRAST TO GENERALLY 
HEALTHY TONE OF PRESS.) LATER IN WEEK RUDE PRAVO SEEMED TO HAVE 
FALLEN IN LINE WITH REST OF PRESS, HOWEVER, WITH FACTUAL REPORTING 
EMPHASIZING LIKEIHOOD THAT US POLICY WILL REMAIN CONSISTENT AND 
POSITIVE IN DIRECTION OF DENTENTE AND GOOD RELATIONS WITH 
SOCIALIST WORLD. ARTICLE IN AUG 16 RUDE PRAVO BY USUALLY 
AGGRESSIVE DUSAN ROVENSKY WAS MODERATE IN TONE. DISCUSSING 
PRIORITIES OF PRESIDENT FORD'S POLICIES IN STRAIGHTFORWARD 
MANNER. 

3. THE CRITICAL ARTICLES IN RUDE PRAVO, STANDING IN CONTRAST 
TO REST OF PRESS COVERAGE, DEMONSTRATE READINESS OF SOME 
ELEMENTS HERE TO COME OUT AGAINST US WHEN SOME 
OPPORTUNITY ARISES. WE BELIEVE FOREIGN MINISTER 
CHNOUPEKS REPLY TO SECRETARY KISSINGER (STATE 179780; 

EMBASSY WAS AFFORDED COPY BY MFA) IS MUCH MORE INDICATIVE 
ILF MAIN DIRECTION OF CZECHOSLOVAK POLICY. THIS MESSAGE, 

TOGETHER WITH MOST PRESS COVERAGE HERE, INDICATE THAT 
CZECHOSLOVAK INTENTIONS CONTINUE STRONGLY TOWARDS 
FURTHER IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES. 
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